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Assistant Director for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Dear Sir: 

In accordance with Rules 56, 97 and 98 of the Rules of Practice in Patent Cases (37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98), enclosed is a copy of the reference listed on the attached 
modified Form PTO-1449. 

The undersigned does not concede that any of the identified materials constitute prior art 
within the meaning of the United States patent laws. 
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Action on the merits (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3)); therefore, no fee is required. However, if a first 
Office Action on the merits has issued, please consider this Information Disclosure Statement 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence, along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed, is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service on this / 37 day of July 2000 with sufficient postage as first-class mail in an envelope addressed to the Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 . ^ 
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U.S.S.N,: 09/345,668 
Filed: June 30, 1999 
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under 37 § 1.97(c). The Assistant Director is hereby authorized to charge the appUcable fees, if 
any, to Deposit Account No. 1 1-0855. 
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Attorney Docket No.: 36968/179673 
BSNo.: BS/98015 



Respectfully submitted. 




Nora M. Tocups 
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